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. Pxesu‘i nt Lyndon RB. Johne -

‘'son_and a handful of intimates
were misusing the National
" Security Council os an approv-
&l “cover” for clandestine war
operations that were never
discussed in Sﬂcuuty CGUI]CL],
meetings,”

" Johnson asked top aides to

approve refalistory bombing
raids on INorth Vietnam even
while keeping it secret from
‘those aides that the Unifed
‘States was provoking the Com-
nunists into the acts against
which we were 1etahatmrf

. This critical point has not
yet " beén made clear in the
New York Times® articles that
have made it appa ngly ob-
vicus that the Johnson admin-
jstration misled the public and
duped the Congress into giving
carly support o U.S. uilitary
intervention in Vietnam,

On Yeb, 7, 1965, a Security
Council mcbtmﬂ was called

after 8 American servicemen
,_wexe killed and 62 wounded in
& Viet Cong reid on Pleiku.
The  Sccurity  Council was
‘asked to approve “‘retaliato-
ry” raids on North Vietnam-
ese fargels despite the added
risks flowing out of the fact
that Soviet Y'rime Minister Al-
oyci Kosygin was in Hanol,

“The Council did “approve”
such raids, which were the be-
ginning of round-the-clock
hombings ~of North Viemam,
‘although™ months of U.S.-
inspired commando raids,
wmercernary - bombings, sabo-
tage and other assaults
against North Vietnam wnder
“P}an 34A™ had not been re-
vealed to:

. 1. Vice Presul\,nt Hub'“xtII
Humphrey, a statutory mem-
‘ber o the National Shcurity
Council. Y

T deard‘A Mclie Imott )

director of the Office of me-'

geney Planning and also a stat-

utory member of the council,
. or fo his suceessor, -

- 8. This reporter, \mo was
then direetor of the U.S, Infor-

mation Agency, and who sat
«on the Secumy Council at the
invitation of the President, ;
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“the councﬂ knew of the U%

who were asked by the Presi- Desoto patrol, but were left to

dent to say yea or nay on the
-bombing raids_(the council is

adﬂsoxy omy the Prosident'that was atlacked wantonly by~

alone making decisions), but
who were bhmd asked (o en-

.d01se grave actions without

sing given all the facls,

Only intuition, suspicion and
a piecing loge thﬂz of vague

‘references in cortain “top se-

cret” aud “no distribution”
telegrams enabled some who
sat on the couucil to know that w
there was a “plan 244,

“When I read ‘844" I thought
they were talking about & ho-
tel room,” Humphley told me,
“I swear I’ d naver heavd of it
until I read it in the Times.
"These papers revealed by the
Times were as seeret to me as
they were fo the general pub-
lie,”

Certain highly clasmf,led-
data is made known to govern-

_ment officials only on a “need

to know” basis, and very
clearly President Johnson or
his top advisers decided that
the vice president and others
in the Security Council meet-
ings did not have a “nccd fo
know.”

The Times 1evelahons ]:ave
made it clear {0 people holding
topraost jobs in the Johnson
damlmstratlon that they were

being used as a “‘cover’’ for
clandestine operations planned
and ordered by the President
and a handful of intimate ad-
visers.

Defense  Secretary  Robert
McNamar a, Secretary of State
Dean Rusk, CIA Director John
McCone,
McGeorge Pundy and Gen,
Maxwell Taylor, sometime-
presidential-adviser and some-
time-ambassador - {o - Saigon,
were the key men calling the
signals that Johnson asked the
Security Council to endorse;
The “Tonkin Gulf . episode,
five months-before the Pleiku
raid, was a similar casc of
misuse of the National Securi- -

1y Council. Seme members _of_ )

presidential adviser.

beligve that Jt was just an in-
nocent surveillance eperation

the North Vietnamese,

The full Security Counul
never was told that the allies
had carried oul two destruce
tive 34A raids against North
Vietnam  only hours before
“North Vletndnwsetorpcdo
boats altacked the deslroyers
Maddox and Turper Joy, Nor

was the Congress told this be-
fore it voted, 68 to 2 in the
Senate and “16 to 0 in the
House, for the Gulf of Tonkin
Resolution that broadened the

ers.

These are facts that the
public, the courts, the Justice
Department, the White House
. and everyone else ought to
ponder hefore they get too
busy- harassing and hounding
the New York Times, trying to
-halt {he flow of inforination
that the people should have
had years ago.

The Tnnos has uvea]ed

" States

» FCb)(!ChtS war- mahmg po.v-

don Johnson

STATINTL

bana%mg to the
internationelly, and’
damning of some individuals’

dornestxcally But Defense Sec-

’I | ': :;
U 3@5’ o

thm% lnat cor tdmly are’ em-,
United

retary -Melvm Laird must faces

the fact that embauabsmcnt
is not the same as uamagm
fo national seeurity.”

This {ragic episode tells us
that political leaders who try”

i i

to dupe the public and the Con--

gress get burned-—~and that the
fruth comes out anyhow.

It also tells us that a- pnssmﬁ’

for seerecy, which Johnson

had, is dangerous in a de moc-l

racy. When 2 Pres ident limits
great decisions on war and’
peace fo a small clique of ad-’
“visers, callously using others.
as a cover, he is more likely fo-
lead the country into trouble..

Instead of trying to curb the
Times’ freedom to conlinue
whet has been a monumentdl’
public service, the Nixon ad-
ministration would botter de-
vole ils time to figuring ouf.
how. it .can avold the ervors
that brought tragedy fo Lyn-

ot
-,(,;,i_




